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Pesticide Misuse Complaints
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Formal Pesticide Misuse Complaints
Received & Investigated by the

Illinois Department of Agriculture

dicamba-related complaints Agriculture-related (data missing 2002, 2003, & 2005) Total Pesticide Misuse Complaints received



2017 Dicamba-related  Complaints

Kevin Bradley, University of Missouri



Dicamba

▪246 formal 

complaints 

received in 

2017
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Misuse Case Process

▪Department receives formal complaint

▪Field representative assigned

▪Site visit conducted

▪Complainant and respondent interviewed

▪Application records checked

▪Possible samples collected & lab analysis

▪Report submitted to headquarters office for review

▪Enforcement determination



▪Complaint Form



Misuse Case Process

▪Department receives formal complaint

▪Field representative assigned

▪Site visit conducted

▪Complainant and respondent interviewed

▪Application records checked

▪Possible samples collected & lab analysis

▪Report submitted to headquarters office for review

▪Enforcement determination



▪Field inspector assigned

▪By email

▪Attempt initial contact 

same day or same week



Misuse Case Process

▪Department receives formal complaint

▪Field representative assigned

▪Site visit conducted

▪Complainant and respondent interviewed

▪Application records checked

▪Possible samples collected & lab analysis

▪Report submitted to headquarters office for review

▪Enforcement determination



Enforcement Determination –
Penalty Matrix

▪Points assessed based on Use and Violation Criteria:

▪Harm or Loss Incurred – (1 to 6 points)

▪Signal Word of Product Involved - (1 to 4 points)

▪ Caution(1), Warning(2), Danger(4)



Enforcement Determination –
Penalty Matrix

▪Points assessed based on Use and Violation Criteria:

▪Degree of Responsibility - (2 to 10 points)

▪ Accidental(2), Negligence(4), Knowingly(10)

▪Violator’s History for the previous three years - (2 to 7 points)

▪Violation Type (application vs. product oriented) – (1 to 6 points)



Enforcement Determination –
Penalty Matrix

▪Penalty based on assessed points:

▪6 or less - advisory letter

▪7 to 13 - warning letter

▪14 to 16 - $750

▪17 to 19 - $1,000

▪20 to 21 - $2,500

▪22 to 25 - $5,000

▪26 to 29 - $7,500

▪30 and above - $10,000

▪Formal Notice of Fine and possible administrative 
hearing for monetary penalties



2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Total Complaints 
Received

93 117 115 92 103 97 94 117 131 131 129 430

# of ag-related 
complaints

60 61 73 66 67 64 64 80 92 105 92 362

# of dicamba-related 
complaints

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 246

Cases Closed (no 
misuse determined)

49 65 68 57 62 51 52 72 64 47 54 79

Warning Letters 
Issued                 

23 42 32 34 36 42 40 35 63 48 61 138

Notice of Fine
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 10

Administrative 
Hearings

9 25 19 8 6 10 4 18 13 12 11 0

$2,500 penalty 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

$1,000 penalty 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2

$750 penalty 1 4 6 1 2 3 1 8 2 1 4 4

$500 penalty 4 19 12 6 3 4 1 6 8 9 8 4

$250 penalty 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 2 2 3 1 0

$200 penalty 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

$100 penalty 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017  

Total Complaints 
Received 

93 117 115 92 103 97 94 117 131 131 129 430 

# of ag-related 
complaints 

60 61 73 66 67 64 64 80 92 105 92 362 

# of dicamba-
related 

complaints 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 246 

Cases Closed (no 
misuse 

determined) 
49 65 68 57 62 51 52 72 64 47 54 79 

Warning Letters 
Issued                  

23 42 32 34 36 42 40 35 63 48 61 138 

Notice of Fine 
 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 10 

Administrative 
Hearings 

9 25 19 8 6 10 4 18 13 12 11 0 

$2,500 penalty 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

$1,000 penalty 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 

   $750 penalty 1 4 6 1 2 3 1 8 2 1 4 4 

   $500 penalty 4 19 12 6 3 4 1 6 8 9 8 4 

   $250 penalty 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 2 2 3 1 0 

   $200 penalty 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

   $100 penalty 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 





2017/2018 Dicamba-formulations for 
Soybeans and Cotton
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2018 Dicamba label changes

▪Product classification changed to “RUP” (restricted use), 
only allowing certified applicators with dicamba specific 
training to apply the 3 products;

▪Expanded recordkeeping requirements;

▪Elevated Susceptible Crop concerns –

▪No applications when winds blowing towards SCs,

▪Applicators must survey area for SCs before application as 
well as consult SC registries and document,

▪Downwind buffers required, and

▪Temperature Inversion concerns;

▪Wind Speed Restrictions – 3 to 10 mph (from 15) only; and

▪Sprayer Cleanout Requirements



Varied State approaches

▪Missouri

▪Requiring an online notice of application form to be completed 
by users daily before each application is made;

▪Restricting application to between 7:30 am and 5:30 pm; and

▪Use cut-off date for applications by county —

▪Southeast MO – June 1st cut-off date

▪Balance of the state – July 15th cut-off date

▪Tennessee
▪Restricting application to between 7:30 am and 5:30 pm; and 

▪Requiring the use of hooded sprayers from July 15th through 
October 1st



Varied State approaches (con’t)

▪ Indiana

▪ Expanding the list of products classified as RUPs – all products with 6.5% 
dicamba or more classified as state RUPs; and

▪ Requiring specialized dicamba training to be delivered only by Indiana 
Extension or state-approved trainers and no reciprocity with surrounding 
states

▪North Dakota

▪ Use cut-off date of June 30th or first bloom, whichever is first;

▪ No applications allowed if actual field air temperature or UWS forecast is 
>85 degrees F;

▪ Restricting applications to the time period between 1-hr after sunrise to 1-
hr before sunset;

▪ Application ground speed restricted to 12 mph or less; and

▪ Application nozzle limitation of 80 degrees or less. 



Varied State approaches (con’t)

▪Minnesota

▪Use cut-off date of June 20th; and

▪No applications allowed if the actual field air temperature 

or the UWS forecast is >85 degrees F.

▪Illinois

▪Following the Federal Label Provisions; 

▪Dicamba-specific training to be provided by the 3 

registrants and/or IDA-approved trainers.



▪The label provisions 

are quite extensive 

and must be 

followed if these 

tools are to remain 

available in future 

years. 



▪Following the label, 

including compliance 

with the recordkeeping 

requirements will be 

very important in 

2018! 



Remember

Visit

https://ifca.com/IllinoisDicambaTraining

for training dates and locations.

https://ifca.com/IllinoisDicambaTraining


Pesticide Licensing Changes 
for 2018 and beyond

▪Commercial, Commercial Not-for-hire applicator and operator 
licenses as well as dealer registrations going from three year 
test(s) and one year license to three year test(s) and three 
year license (reciprocity-based licenses remain one-year).

▪2018 calendar year to be a transition period

▪One year license renewal for licensees with General Standards 
Exams (either General Standards or Aerial General Standards) 
effective for 2016, 2017 & 2018

▪ Two year license renewal for licensees with General Standards 
Exams (either General Standards or Aerial General Standards) 
effective for 2017, 2018 & 2019

▪ Three year license for candidates successfully completing 
General Standards Exams and associated category exams (if 
needed) effective for 2018, 2019 & 2020



Pesticide Licensing Changes 
for 2018 and beyond

▪Category Exam effective periods --

▪ All exam effective periods to be synchronized with General 
Standards and Aerial General Standards exam (GS exam) 
effective periods 

▪ Effective period of category exams which expire prior to the 
companion GS exam will be extended to match with the GS exam 
effective period

▪ Effective period of category exams which expire after the 
companion GS exam will be reduced to match with the GS exam 
effective period

▪Going forward, effective periods of all exams (GS exams and 
category exams) will expire on the associated license expiration 
date  



Pesticide Licensing Changes 
for 2018 and beyond

▪All license fee rates to remain the same

▪However, the new 3-year license will be 3x the old 1-year 

rate.  (For example, the old Commercial Applicator 1-

year license fee was $60 while the new 3-year license 

fee will be $180.)

▪On-line credit card payment option to be offered with 

the update of the Department’s pesticide data 

management system coming soon.



More Information?

▪www.agr.state.il.us

▪Illinois Pesticide Act 

▪ (415 ILCS 60/1 et. seq)

▪IDA – Environmental Programs

▪217-785-2427

http://www.agr.state.il.us/

